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"It was due mostly to the long devotion of our people who waged
the last two wars for that single purpose," said Saionji.

"Furthermore," Kara took the argument up quickly, "the Katsura
Cabinet was responsible for that horrible and infamous incident, the
Socialist plot against the Sovereign. The Cabinet should have resigned
when the plot was discovered last year. Well, somehow, those Choshu
and Satsuma politicians are greedy for honors and tides. I can't under-
stand their craving for them. I may be the extreme opposite, but in
my will, which I renew on January 2 every year, I have a definite
stipulation that my heir shall not accept any title offered after my
death for my services."

"Huh."

"For, Marquis, I believe my adopted son should not accept the Im-
perial grace expressed in the form of a title because of any duties per-
formed for His Majesty during my lifetime. Should he be found un-
worthy of such an honor, he disgraces not only my family, but the
bestower, the Imperial Family. I shall remain a commoner and I'll
keep my adopted son in the same station, unless he earns tides by his

own merits."

"That sounds reasonable," Matsuda nodded.

"Huh, I have heard that Premier Katsura and Field Marshal Prince
Yamagata are at odds."

"That's conceivable."

"After Genro Ito was gone, Yamagata was the only Sat-cho leader
who held the highest rank, That gave the old Field Marshal great
pride and satisfaction. Then General Katsura, Yamagata's junior, got
the tide, too."

Matsuda spoke gravely through his moustache. "That being the
case, Monsieur, the time has come for you to get ready for the next
Cabinet Don't you think so, Hara-san?"

"That's what I have tried to say to the Marquis, Matsuda-san." '

"Since the Genros' personal feelings still sway the Cabinet and since
Genro Yamagata is the most powerful among them, we must get in
touch with the Field Marshal to ascertain his real attitude towards
Premier Katsura. What do you think?"

Matsuda was just as eager for action as Hara was.        :   .".

After a considerable time, Saionji said: "We'd better remain inactive
for a litde while longer."

The visitors frowned*